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Breeder profi le: 
Lyn Morris, Iverk House Stud

Y
ES, I was blow-
drying the dogs while 
watching the racing. 
They are enthusiastic 
fans of  racing, and 
of  the Five Nations 
rugby in the winter!”

Lyn Morris was in good company 
as she watched the Group 3 Prix de 
Meautry at the weekend. One of  the 
Deauville features, it was won by the 
Charlie Hills-trained, Susan Roy-
owned Garrus (Acclamation), bred in 
the name of  Mrs Max Morris. 

Modestly, Lyn claims that she is 
only co-breeder. “I think that it was 
a misprint that I was named as the 
breeder of  Garrus, but I’ll take it! 

“I suppose, as I paid for Queen Of  
Power, I qualify. He is certainly the 
best I’ve bred to date as he is the only 
one to date. 

“Hopefully the bonus of  being mar-
ried is that I am co-breeder of  them all 
with Max!”

There is an African proverb that 
says ‘it takes a village to raise a child’. 
Well it takes a team to raise a horse, 
and Lyn and Max give enormous cred-
it to their mainstay, Richie O’Gorman. 
The move to employ the former train-
er was, according to Lyn, “the best 
decision we have made. All success 
is due to him and those working with 
him. We would not be able to run the 
farm without him.

“He is a brilliant horseman and 
overseer of  the paddocks, and is also 
in charge of  the cattle we have on the 
farm.” Lyn has huge appreciation for 
“our ever-patient and genius farrier 
Donal Tobin, our wonderful vet Ciara 
Gibney and all the team at O’Byrne 
Halley veterinary practice, equine 
dentist Tom Fleming and physio Sarah 
MacDonald.”

It is clear that such relationships 
are important to Lyn and Max, and 
they enjoy close ties with their neigh-
bours, the O’Briens, and have cel-
ebrated a number of  successes with 
Joseph who trains at his grandfather 
Joe Crowley’s Owning Hill. Lyn says 
that Joseph “is incredibly kind, and 

puts up with us with great humour 
and patience!”

Back at Iverk
The dam of  Garrus is Queen Of  
Power, a daughter of  Medicean 
(Machiavellian), and she was bred 
by Max Morris from the Danetime 
(Danehill) mare Danamight. Queen 
Of  Power won for the father and son 
O’Callaghan team, so how did she end 
up back at Iverk House? 

Lyn explains: “Michael O’Callaghan 
bought her as a yearling, and was very 
fond of  her. He told me he had her in 
the nearest stable to the house and I 
think she became a bit of  a pet, as she 
has a lovely kind nature. Unfortunate-
ly she gave herself  an injury on very 
fi rm ground in her fi rst run at Fairy-
house, having been beaten a whisker 
by Wonderfully. 

“Although she came back and won 
her maiden as a three-year-old at Gow-
ran very convincingly, four and a half  
lengths, and ran very creditably in the 
Irish 1000 Guineas with Wonderfully 
well behind her, she was found to be 
wrong again after her Royal Ascot run 
in the Sandringham. Michael contact-
ed me and asked if  I wanted to buy her 
back as he wanted her to have a good 
home. So of  course I bought her back - 
he knew I would!”

Easy decision 
The decision to use Ratbarry’s Accla-
mation (Royal Applause) was an easy 
one. “We chose Acclamation as Max 
has a share in him. We always send 
our maiden mares to him as he throws 
a pretty correct animal, and we could 
get a handle on what sort of  individual
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the mare would produce. We reckon he 
is as good a stallion to start a young 
mare with as any.” 

Garrus made an immediate impact 
when he sold as a foal for €130,000 at 
Goffs. “We were delighted with the 
price that Garrus made as a foal as he 
was bought by a top judge in Jim Mc-
Cartan. He sadly didn’t have the same 
luck as we did when selling him as a 
yearling to Jeremy Noseda. 

“I remember Garrus being one 
of  those foals you dream about. He 
never cost you any extra in bills, and 
didn’t have any stupid accidents that 
can occur. He passed the vet for the 
sales - what more could you want? He 
was correct and had a super tempera-
ment.”

Lyn and Max have been loyal sup-
porters of  Ballylinch Stud, and the 
couple are also believers in owning 
stallion shares. Lyn explains why. 
“Max has always been very keen to 
invest in stallion shares instead of  
paying out huge nomination fees every 
year. The sort of  stallions that John 
O’Connor brings to Ballylinch are the 
sort of  stallions that appeal.  

Such presence 
“We started with Lope De Vega, which 
wasn’t a bad throw. I loved him as an 
individual and he has such presence. 
Then when Make Believe followed, it 
was a no-brainer. The horse was not 
only a classic winner, but a gorgeous 
looking horse. Prince Faisal has been 
a longstanding client of  mine; I have 
painted many of  his racehorses and 
broodmares for him, including Make 
Believe, while Ted Voute is an old 
friend. 

“New Bay didn’t take much time to 
decide on either. I asked Alan Cooper 
what he thought of  him, and he said 
that he was a very good racehorse and 
they had seen enough of  his backside 
on the racecourse! As he was a Judd-
monte-owned and bred, and a son of  
Dubawi, he was obviously going to be 
supported by some of  Prince Khalid’s 
wonderful broodmares. 

“Max was determined to go into 
Waldgeist as we had never been able 
to afford Galileo, and he reckoned that 
Waldgeist was one of  his best sons. 
Queen Of  Power has a beautiful fi lly 
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DILAWAR already has quite a background story. 
The four-year-old gelded son of  Dubawi (Dubai 
Millennium) was found at two to be a double rig, 
hence the ending of  his stallion prospects. 

In training at three he had an accident exit-
ing the stalls at home, injuring his hock and ne-
cessitating a break. However, as the fi rst foal of  
a Group 1 winner, Dolniya, it was desirable that 
he should be given every opportunity to race 
and win, if  possible. His owner-breeder, HH Aga 
Khan, must be more than pleased now with that 
decision to keep him. 

In the hands of  Alain de Royer-Dupré, who 
also trained Dolniya, Dilawar has been some-
thing of  a revelation. Brought along steadily, he 
has won four of  his fi ve starts this year, and at 
the weekend he tackled group-company for the 
fi rst time, emerging victorious in the Group 3 
Prix Quincey at Deauville. Hopes are that he has 
not yet reached the heights he can, and he holds 
some tasty future engagements. 

The success already enjoyed by Dilawar is 
signifi cant, and the gelding could be set for a 
career as a jetsetter, should his rate of  improve-
ment continue. His dam was a very smart race-
mare in France, winning the Group 2 Prix de 
Malleret and running third in a pair of  Group 1 
races, the Prix Vermeille and the Grand Prix de 
Saint-Cloud. 

No inbreeding
She twice travelled outside France to race, 
beating Flintshire to win the Group 1 Dubai 
Sheema Classic, and then, on her next start, 
beaten a neck in the Group 1 Coronation Cup at 
Epsom. She won fi ve of  her 12 starts, fi nishing 
out of  the fi rst four just twice. As she possesses 
no inbreeding for at least fi ve generations, Dol-
niya is a most attractive mare to mate. 

The success being enjoyed by Dilawar is not 
the only good news for Dolniya in 2021. Her 
second foal is Dolia (Invincible Spirit), and she 
is a stablemate of  her older sibling. Winner on 
her debut this year at three, she was runner-
up next time out in the Listed Prix Volterra at 
ParisLongchamp. She is a fi lly who could well 
stay in training. 

The pair are now joined at the Royer-Dupré 
yard in Chantilly by their two-year-old sibling, 
the colt Dolayni (Siyouni), while Dolniya’s 
yearling is a Kingman (Invincible Spirit) fi lly. 
Pat Downes reports that the mare is now carry-
ing to the great Frankel (Galileo). This is what 
could be turning quickly into a bright future!

Good news 
The 2021 good news doesn’t stop there. Dol-
niya’s placed half-sister Daldiyna (Dansili) was 
sold fi ve years ago for €150,000 as a fi lly out of  

training to Peter Brant’s White Birch Farm. 
She was sent to be covered by the great Galileo 
(Sadler’s Wells) and her fi rst foal is Interpreta-
tion. That three-year-old, racing for Brant, Sue 
Magnier and Michael Tabor, is unbeaten in 
three starts this year, most recently winning 
the Listed Vinnie Rose Stakes at Leopardstown. 
He has an entry in the St Leger at Doncaster. 

Dolniya is one of  four winners and two 
placed horses from the fi rst six foals out of  Dal-
tama (Indian Ridge), a placed half-sister to two 
champions in Daylami (Doyoun) and Dalakha-
ni (Darshaan). Another of  their siblings bred 
a Group 1 winner, Daltaiyma (Doyoun) being 
responsible for the Prix de l’Opera winner Dal-
kala (Giant’s Causeway). 

“This has been a wonderful family for the 
Aga Khan,” said Downes. “It’s been great to 
see Dilawar progress and hopefully he is good 
enough to compete on Arc weekend. His dam 
was quite special and now she has made the 
perfect start at stud.”

At the time of  writing, the brilliant Dubawi 
has sired 44 Group 1 winners, a further 36 
Group 2 winners, while Dilawar became his 
56th son or daughter to have earned their big-
gest win at Group 3 level. 

Chances are that Dilawar could well join the 
groups at the higher level. 

OFFIAH will never be the best horse trained 
by Ger Lyons, but he will have a special place 
in the annals of his training career. 

Making his eighth career start, Offi ah 
chose his moment well to give the Co Meath 
handler his 1,000th win as a trainer, and it 
was only proper that the three-year-old is 
part-owned by Ger’s wife Lynne. 

David Spratt and Sean Jones are the 
other part-owners of Offi ah, and the gelding 
has been knocking on the door of success 
this year. He is one of three winners among 
the fi rst four foals of the Lawman (Invincible 
Spirit) mare Levanto, and she carried the co-
lours of the Hourihan/O’Brien Partnership to 
three victories when trained by Willie Mullins. 
She was just shy of stakes class. 

Ballylinch Stud’s John O’Connor bred 
Offi ah who is a full-brother to Adjuvant, both 
sons of Ballylinch stallion New Bay (Dubawi). 
While Offi ah was a €50,000 yearling pur-
chase by Gaelic Bloodstock, Adjuvant cost 
his trainer Michael Bell just £16,000 when he 
sold at the Tattersalls Ireland September Sale 
last year. The sale was held in Newmarket. 

Adjuvant won his fi rst two starts this year, 
already clawing back £9,000 of his sale 
outlay. 

Levanto has a fi lly foal by Make Believe 

(Makfi ) and has a very attractive covering to 
Waldgeist (Galileo), due in early March. Le-
vanto may have won three times, but she was 
some way behind a couple of her siblings, her 
half-sisters Bonita De Mas (Lord Shanakill) 
and Super Nancy (Refuse To Bend) winning 
12 and nine races respectively. 

They are all daughters of Crossbreeze 
(Red Ransom), a half-sister to the Group 1 St 

Leger winner and Group 1 Derby runner-up 
Rule Of Law (Kingmambo). 

New Bay’s fi rst crop are three-year-olds and 
his winners to runners ratio is just shy of 60%. 
Given the level of improvement he made in his 
second season, we can expect him to build 
signifi cantly on the start he has made, with 
two group winners in his fi rst crop and eight 
other stakes performers already to his credit. 

Patience is richly rewarded for Aga Khan
Like mother, like son:  Christophe Soumillon and Dolniya (left) winning the Group 1 Dubai Sheema Classic in Meydan, while Dilawar and 
Christophe Soumillon (right) won the Group 3 Prix Quincey

Johnny Murtagh with John O’Connor and members of the Hourihan/O’Brien Partnership 
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foal by him, and she is a keeper!”
As great fans of  Ballylinch, Lyn and 

Max also sell their stock through the 
farm. Then, with a laugh, Lyn adds: 
“Max had another very important rea-
son for buying into the Ballylinch stal-
lions. They are next door and it saves 
on the transport bills!”

Queen Of  Power is in foal to Make 
Believe (Makfi ), having already bred 
a winner by him. She has a New Bay 
(Dubawi) yearling fi lly heading to the 
Goffs Orby Sale. 

“She is a lovely fi lly and if  she 
doesn’t make what we think is enough 
she will be retained and probably go 
up the Hill!! She is the only yearling 
we have this year.” 

Happening 
The family is quite a ‘happening one’. 
Gubbass (Mehmas) is out of  a half-
sister to Queen Of  Power and he is 
twice a winner for Richard Hannon 
and placed in the Group 2 Richmond 
Stakes this year. There is also a New 
Bay colt foal out of  Danamight, the 
grandam of  Garrus, and he will be 
sale-bound this autumn. 

The broodmare band at Iverk is 
largely created by homebreds. Thanks 
to Max’s late wife Isabel’s deep knowl-
edge of  pedigrees, Iverk has Derby 
winner Oath’s legacy, which includes 
Group 2 Blandford Stakes winner 
Manieree (Medicean), the dam of  the 
stakes winner Drumfad Bay (Acclama-
tion) for Jessica Harrington. 

In the early part of  the millennium 
Max bought three mares, and from 
them bred the Ascot Stakes winner 
Simenon (Marju) and a number of  
group and stakes-placed performers. 
Iverk is home to daughters of  all three 
acquisitions, as well as relations to 
the stud’s 1999 Derby winner. There is 
much to dream about down in Piltown.

O’Connor’s role 
in 1,000th winner


